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To the Editor:
A few weeks ago, this news-

paper printed an article about 
candidates running for Bruce 
Westerman’s seat in Congress. 
The author left out the 
Independent candidate, Ms. Lee 
McQueen, an Independent from 
Texarkana. Ms. McQueen is my 
favorite of those who have put 
themselves forward for this seat. 
Like me, her academic back-
ground is in public administra-
tion so she is informed on pub-
lic policy and issues. She is an 
excellent speaker. I have heard 
her in question and answer ses-
sions and she is not thrown by 
any question because of her 
knowledge. And she impresses 
me because she is both straight-

forward and diplomatic. I would 
love to see her speak for AR 
Congressional District 4 in 
Washington, DC.

Mr. Westerman’s speech-
es seem to me to be scripted 
and rehearsed. His website and 
newsletter appear to me to be 
candidate marketing rather than 
substantive. As a former politi-
cal science professor, I find his 
letters full of errors and I want 
to mark them up in red ink and 
return them for corrections.

I do not know why the author 
of the article about candidates 
left out Ms. McQueen. I do 
believe that we deserve to hear 
from all the candidates. It is my 
observation that political dis-
course in Arkansas is dominat-
ed by people and organizations 
whose funding can be traced 
back to the Koch brothers. It 

seems that because they are very 
wealthy, they can buy influence 
in the media, our government 
and even influence our church-
es. They can buy influence, but 
they really are not experts in 
policy or morals. I know I want 
to hear other voices besides the 
ones that they sponsor. Ms. Lee 
McQueen is a voice that I want 
to hear. She has a campaign 
website at www.mcqueen4con-
gress.wordpress.com. Arkansans 
deserve actual policy discus-
sions rather than the rhetoric 
with buzzwords that we are fed 
by many of our current elected 
officials. Ms. McQueen has also 
studied Spanish. We could get 
bilingual discussions.

Kathryn Morse
El Dorado

It's beginning to look a lot like debt collec-
tors, everywhere you go...

According to the NerdWallet personal 
finance website, a distressing number of 

shoppers are still paying off credit card bills 
from last Christmas.

NerdWallet's survey shows that 24 percent of 
Millennials, 16 percent of Generation X and eight 
percent of Baby Boomers are still trying to recov-
er from the doorbusters, layaway treasures and 
stocking stuffers of 2016 -- and avoid LIVING IN 
A SNOWPLOW DOWN 
BY THE RIVER.

You probably expect 
me to join NerdWallet 
in bemoaning the 
incompetent budgeting 
("We're on the Island of 
Misfit Calculators..."), 
competitiveness and 
crass commercialism 
that led to this situation. 
Wrong. We always had 
love, but I remember too 
many tight Christmases 
at the Tyree home, when 
recession-battered con-
sumers skimped on 
appliances from the store where my late father 
worked. I want to spare others that anxiety.

Furthermore, I will not betray the fine mer-
chants who support this newspaper or website 
by guilting people into saying, "Bah, humbug!" to 
consumer electronics, leisurewear and scented 
candles. (Hey, I know which side my fruitcake is 
buttered on.)

It's your patriotic duty to keep the economy 
humming. Remember the American dream of "A 
chicken in every pot and a second flatscreen TV 
in every medicine cabinet."

Despite all the warnings about profligate spend-
ing, some of us are actually being way too stin-
gy with our commitment to traditional holiday 
indulgence. We're just "phoning it in." Watch for 
the warning signs. For instance, if your idea of 
making your neighbors jealous of your holiday 
lights display involves setting up an intricate 
array of cheap mirrors and then opening the 
refrigerator door a smidge, you're a threat to the 
economy.

If you debate whether your Christmas tree will 
be real, artificial or BROCCOLI, you're a threat 
to the economy.

If your Nativity scene's "Three Wise Men" con-
sist of two unemployed tech guys and a Magic 
8-Ball, you're a threat to the economy.

If the "Ho ho ho" and carols from the Christmas 
cards you send are wholly dependent on that 
VENTRILOQUISM CLASS you took, you're a 
threat to the economy.

If you make your pet parrot memorize your 
neighbor's Reba McEntire Christmas album, 
you're a threat to the economy.

If Jack Frost doesn't want anywhere NEAR 
your nose because of your bargain-basement 
plastic surgery, you're a threat to the economy.

If you give a swing set that declares not "Some 
assembly required" but "Some nuclear decon-
tamination required," you're a threat to the 
economy.

If your wild office Christmas party keeps 
the photocopier off-limits and has inebriated 
employees making do with an Etch-A-Sketch 
from Goodwill, you're a threat to the economy. 
(Goodwill, you might want to watch out for 
Etch-A-Sketches donated after Christmas.)

Tightening your belt and acting responsibly is 
not the answer. Increase your income to main-
tain your standard of celebrating. Sell some 
unopened gifts from years past. Get a part-time 
job. Sell your blood. ("Forget Type A and Type B. 
I've got your Type Eggnog-Positive right here!")

Regardless of your political leanings, surely 
you'll agree we don't need a progressive agen-
da snuffing out the dreams of innocent tykes.
("Actually, Cindy, the Christmas wish list I deliv-
ered to Santa for you is a LIVING DOCUMENT. 
I think St. Nick pretty accurately interpreted 
your request for a PAW Patrol Lookout Tower as 
a desperate cry for kale.")

Copyright 2017 Danny Tyree. Danny welcomes 
email responses at tyreetyrades@aol.com and 
visits to his Facebook fan page "Tyree's Tyrades." 
Danny's weekly column is distributed exclusively 
by Cagle Cartoons Inc. newspaper syndicate.

As Congress 
struggles to 
enact legis-
lation that 

will bring tax relief to 
the rich and obliterate 
healthcare for the not-
so-rich, another bat-
tle is brewing beneath 
the Swamp; the nev-
er-ending struggle to 
decimate the luster-
less policies that affect 
the lives of ordinary 
Americans. Policies 
put in place to protect 
us no matter what our 
political persuasion 
may be.

Wresting control 
of the Consumer 
Financial Protection 
Bureau, or CFPB, is 
the latest move by the 
administration to gut 
any regulatory body 
designed to ensure that 
'the 99%' of us are not 
taken advantage of, or 
endangered by finan-
cial institutions.

The CFPB is part of 
the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection 
Act and was designed 
to avoid repeating the 
financial calamities 
that occurred in the 
wake of the stock mar-
ket collapse of 2008. 
The same Wall Street 
that then-candidate 

Trump railed against 
during the 2016 pres-
idential campaign; 
swamp-dwellers the 
president promised 
to rid the American 
public of and has, yet, 
failed to do.

The collapse that pre-
cipitated Dodd-Frank 
has been variously 
attributed to complex 
investment schemes 
by banks 'too big to 
fail,' as well as a lack of 
regulatory oversight. 
The law was enacted 
to avert practices on 
Wall Street that near-
ly caused internation-
al financial markets to 
collapse.

Since its inception 
six years ago, the 
CFPB has safeguard-
ed Americans from 
financial harm. It's 

followed up on near-
ly two million con-
sumer complaints and 
has returned almost 
$12 billion in refunds 
and cancelled debts. 
It's helped nearly 30 
million Americans 
through its enforce-
ment actions. Earlier 
this year, the agen-
cy assessed penalties 
totaling $100 million 
against Wells Fargo 
Bank for its toxic lend-
ing practices and fraud-
ulent activities, which 
included the systemic 
opening of unautho-
rized deposit and cred-
it card accounts.

The CFPB has put 
into place regulations 
to stop payday loan 
companies from trap-
ping consumers in a 
web of never-end-
ing debt and entering 
loans which borrowers 
cannot possibly pay 
back without loss of 
property or missing 
other financial obliga-
tions. Like paying rent. 
Or eating. Or medical 
care. Seems like a good 
thing.

Because Dodd-Frank 
was written in large 
part by former Rep. 
Barney Frank, and the 
CFPB essentially cre-
ated by Sen. Elizabeth 

Warren, two avowed 
liberals, the agen-
cy's mere existence 
has been anathema to 
Republican lawmakers, 
who believe the agen-
cy wields too much 
power and mires lend-
ers in too much red 
tape. This opinion has 
some degree of cre-
dence.

Dodd-Frank has made 
the lending process for 
both consumers and 
businesses far more 
stringent; getting a loan 
isn't as easy as it was 
in the pre-2008 days. 
Community banks 
often find themselves 
subject to the same 
standards as larger 
institutions; rules that 
often require consider-
able time and person-
nel to remain in com-
pliance with federal 
guidelines. Republican 
lawmakers also claim 
there is not enough 
oversight of the CFPB 
and that its regulations 
are cumbersome.

The law also includ-
ed a stipulation that 
the CFPB's deputy 
director would take 
over should the agen-
cy's director leave 
their post; becom-
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Consumer protection is no laughing matter

Still paying for 
Christmas 2016? Atta 

boy, Clarence!

Writing us a letter?
Letters to the editor from News-Times 

readers are encouraged. The editor 
reserves the right to condense letters as 
required by space limitations and to edit 
them before publication. Any letters 
deemed objectionable will not be print-
ed. Letters must be signed by authors 
before being considered for publication.

• An address and phone number must 
be included for verification purposes.

• Letters must be addressed to the 
editor; open letters to other individuals 
or groups are not used.

• Letters must be 350 words or less.
• Poetry and form letters are not 

accepted.
• Anonymous letters or letters signed 

by a pseudonym are not accepted.
• No letters from nonresidents or 

copyrighted material will be accepted.
• Letters are limited to one letter per 

person, per month.
The contents of the Viewpoint page, 

including letters, columns and syndicat-
ed cartoons, do not reflect the views of 
the News-Times. 

Questions about the contents of this 
page should be directed to Managing 
Editor at (870) 862-6611. Letters may be 
delivered to the News-Times in person, 
mailed or emailed. Letters mailed in 
should be addressed to: Letters to the 
Editor, 111 N. Madison, El Dorado, AR 
71730. Letters emailed may be submit-
ted to editorial@eldoradonews.com.

Letters to the Editor
Independent Candidate

Danny Tyree
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